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Firſt LETTER. 


SIR, 


Have received your Letter, wherein you defire me to 
give you my Thoughts upon certain Particulars rela- 
ting tothe PUL PIT: The Subject being of an Eccleſi- 
aſtical nature, really I did at firſt reſolve to put you up- 

on applying, for Satisfaction, to ſome Clergy-man, appre- 
hending one of that Order to be the fitteſt Perſon to dil- 
cuſs ſuch Matters : But fearing leſt you ſhould interpret my 
ſo doing, to proceed only from a Delire of being excuſed 
the Tronble my ſelf: And calling to mind, That though 
many of our Friends of the Clergy are Gentlemen of as free 
and generous Thoughts, as any Men whatever ; yet perad- 
venture you might be apt to think the Opinion of a Lay- 
Friend more free from all ſuſpicion of Intereſt and Byaſs,than 
that of a Clergy-man, ina matter ſo nearly relating to their 
Function. I ſay, upon theſe accounts I altered my Purpoſe 
in that particular ; ſo now I have compoſed my ſelf to re- 
turn you an Anſwer, which I ſhall endeavonr to form with 
all the brevity and plainneſs I can; hoping your Candour 
will ſupply what is wanting, and your exa& Judgment cor- 
rect what 15 amiſs : And I doubt not but, how mean ſoever 
my performance may be, you will accept of it, as 'tis an in- 
ſtance of my Obedicnce to your Commands. 
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As touching the Neceſſity or Uſe of Preaching, (which 
you make the matter of your firſt Enquiry) I believe we 
. are both agreed, that it may, in general, be very truly af- 
firmed, That Preaching is of great Uſe in. the Chriſtian 
Church: Mankind being very ſubje& to Vice and Errour, 
need faithful Monitors. There are a great many things fit 
to be known,which People generally do not well underſtand ; 
and a great many fit to be pradtiſed, which they are gene- 
rally too apt to forget. - Now fince it 1s a Preachers part to 
inſtruct them in the former, and to putthem in mind of the 
latter, and that ſo, asnot only to ſet them right in Norion, 
but alſo chiefly, by ſolid Arguments and Motives, to enforce 
the juſt praice of Chriſtian Duties : And fince Men are, 
and 'tis likely will be in all Ages, prone to Vice and Errour, 
thereis, and will be, a ſtandingand perpetual Uſe of Prea- 
ching. 

Bur you will pardon me, that cannot undertake to define 
how much Preaching may be neceſlary in this Age; that is, 
how frequent, or of what length Sermons now-a-days ought 
to be. Thave no Authority to decide ſuch Queſtions ; and 
I am the more willing to decline giving my Opinion in that 
Caſe, becauſe I cannot find that the Scripture has left us 
any univerſal Rules, equally binding 1n all-Times, whereby 
to aſcertain this matter. ' But, on the contrary, as the thing 
in its own nature, ſeems to fall under great Variation, ac- 
cording as the Circumſtances of. Times and Places may vary 
ſo it appears moſt reaſonable, That the Paſlages hitherto re- 
ferrable, which occur in the Scripture, be interpfeted with 
a due regard to the foreſaid Variation of Circumſtances in 
Times and Places reſpectively : For where a thing 1s more or 
leſs neceflary or uſeful, as the Occaſions and Circumſtances 
of Mankind do make it more or leſs ſo; there the confide- 
ration of thoſe Circumſtances is the beſt Medium for adjuſt- 
ing the degree of its Neceſſity or Uſe. I am to be ex- 
cuſed making ſuch ,an Adjuſtment with relation to our 
Times 3 but the Medium I leave with you , to be uſed as 
your beſt Reaſon ſhall direct, And, I believe, the _ ow 
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fideration of the Difference of Times, Places, and Perſons, 
and ſach-like Circumſtances, would be a uſeful means to re- 
move a great many of the Miſapprehenfions which ſeveral 
People ſeem to have, not only in the Caſe before us, but al- 
ſo in many other. When Men have perſuaded themſelves 
that whatever 1s ſpoken in the Scripture, relates equally to 
all Times and Perſons, and is to be conſtrued like an Uni- 


*verſal Propoſition, or Firſt Principle, they cannot avoid en- 


tertaining, in many Caſes, precarious Sentiments. To be 
ſhort, the ſum of what I ſhall at preſent endeavour to make 
out to you, upon the foot of your Enquiry, will be, in ge. 
neral, this, That Preaching 1s of greater Neceſſity or Utility 
in ſome Times, than in others : And if the diſcuſhon of this 
matter do not fully ſatisfie the Demand of your Enquiry, 
you may, if you pleaſe, in your next, direct me to a more 
patricular Anſwer. . 

Now although, in general, Preaching be, as I ſaid before, 
uſeful inall Times, yet it would be harfh to ſay, Thar it 1s 
no more, nor no leſs uſeful in ſome Times, than in others. 
"Tis plain to me, that there may be, in the ſame Country, 
a greater occaſion for it at one time, , than at another time z 
and a greater at the ſame time in one Country, than in ano- 
ther Country, according as the Exigency of the Caſes re- 
ſpeftively may be. The great End for which Preaching 
was inſtituted, is tor the Good of the Church, or Mankind ; 
and ſo it mult accordingly be more or leſs necefiary, as the 
ſtate of the Church, or Mankind, does more or leſs require 
or ſtand innced of it. And as the ſtate of the Church is va- 
riable, and has actually varied in the ſeveral Ages of the 
World; ſo the Neceſſity, or Uſe of this Inſtitution, which 
1s dependent upon the ſtate of the Church , mnſt likewiſe 
vary with it. Thus alſo, as to particular Perſcns, it muſt 
be confeſled, That Preaching is of greater uſc, with reſpect 
to Ignorant and Vicious Perſons, than to knowing and Ver- 
tuons ones : For it being deſigned as a Remedy againſt Ig- 
norance and Vice, common Sence forbids us to think, that 


a very knowing Man ſtands in necd of it, as *tis a Remedy 
againſt 
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againſt Ignorance, equally with a very Ignorant Man, or a 
very Vertnous Man, as 'tis a remedy againſt Vice, equally 
with a very Vicious one. This would be as abſurd as to af- 
firm, that a Man in health wants a Phyſician, as much as 
one that's Sick 3 or that one who has his Limbs entire, needs 
a Bone-ſetter as much as he that has a Leg or Arm broken. 
Not but that Preaching is of great uſe, even to Knowing 
and Vertuous Perſons z but ſtill ina lower degree to them, 
than to the Ignorant and Vicious. The reafon of things 
tells us, that in ſuch caſes as theſe, there is a relative and 
variable neceſſity or Uſe. Now if theſe inſtances ſhew, 
That Preaching i of greater uſe at ſome times than at o- 
thers, and to ſome Pertons than to others : Then by conſe- 
quence, it is not of the ſame degree of neceſlity or uſe at all 
times, and with reſpeCt to all Perſons. 

But for the clearer Illuſtration ef this matter, give me 
leave to put you in mind of the great difference between 
the Commiliton and Duty of the Apoſtles, and firſt Plan- 
ters of our Faith, with reſpeCt to Preaching, and that of Or- 
dinary Miniſters in after-ages. For if there really be a great 
difference in the caſe, it ſeemeth very natural to con- 
clude, that thoſe places of Scripture which relate, at leaſt 
Principally, tothe Preaching of the Firſt Ages of the Church, 
are not to be abſolutely and unhmittedly apphed to Miniſters 
in all Ages, but to be conſtrued according to the reaſon of 
Things, and Analogy or Difference of Caſes. 

Now if I ſhould only Inſtance in the extraordinary Powers 
that were annexcd to the Commillions of the Apoſtles, and 
Firſt Preachers of Chriſtianity, ſuch as were the Gifts of 
Tongues, Miracles, Healings, &c. (which Powers were con- 
tinued ſo long, as the State of the Church required, and 
ſtood in need of them, but afterwards ceaſed by the ſame 
degrees, (for ought we know) as the Neceflity or Uſe of 
them began to leſſen) This would ſhew that the FunQion 
of Preaching hath, as to its Concomitant Powers, and as to 
the manner of exerciling it, received great variation, ac- 
cording to the difference .of Times, and the exigency of 


the 
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the Aﬀairs of Mankind 3; to which as it ſeemeth, God Ak 
mighty hath been pleaſed all along to accommodate his 
Diſpenſations. And from thence it would be Natural to 
mfer, That as the aforeſaid extraordinary Powers, which 
originally accompanied the Inſtitution of Preaching, were 
continued proportionably to the neceſlities of rhe Church, 
and afterwards ceaſed when there was no longer occalicn 
for them in the Church : So, by like Analogy, the ſtrict 
Duty in executing that Inſtitution, which might originally, 
for reaſons then in force be neceſlary, may juſtly be relaxed 
when thoſe Reaſons come to loſe their force; that is, 
when there ſhall be leſs occafion for it than there was at 
firſt, I will not now ſtay to infiſt on this matter at large; 
but becauſe there are ſome other points of difference be 
tween the Commiſiion and Duty of the Apoſtles, and that 
of Ordinary Miniſters in after Ages, which more immedt- 
ately concern our prefent Enquiry, I intreat your patience 
—_ I enumerate ſome of them. This I ſhall do very 
riefly. 

I. You know, the Apoſtles were ſent out by onr Lord, 
to ſpread the Goſpel over the World, at a time when Man- 
kind were totally Ignorant of the Myſteries, and peculiar 
Dodrines of the Chriſtian Faith. Men could never have 
diſcovered the Myſterics of the Goſpel by Natural light, 
as both the Nature of the thing ſhews; and Sr. Parl at- 
teſts in x Cor. Chap. 2. Nor could they Learn the ſame from 
any others, except from thoſe who had received the Re- 
velation thereof from God, to wit, from the Apoſtles or 
firſt Preachers. Mex could not believe on Flim of whom they 
bad not heard, nor could they hear without a Preacher, nor could 
they Preach, wnleſs they were ſent. Now in this Caſe, Preach- 
ing was not only an Effectual, but, humanely ſpeaking, 
the only way to communicate the knowledge of theſe things 
to all the World. Burt it is eafie to diſcern a great diffe- 
rence betweerf the«Caſe of theſe firſt Preachers, and that of 
Miniſters ſettled, as at this day m particular Dioceſſes, Pa- 
riſhes, or Cures nm Countries, where the Chriſtian Faith is 
become 


($) 
become National, and Men imbibe it as it were with their 
Mother's Milk. - - 

2. 'Tis apparent, that before the Goſpel was committed 
to Writing, Preaching was abſolutely neceſſary for pro- 
Pagaring it. Upon this account, St. Pa! might well fay, 

aith cometh by hearing. We have reaſon tc believe, that the 
Goſpel was Preached for ſeveral years together, before it 
was committed to Writing 3 that ſome parts of it were 
written before other ſome; that they had the Copies there- 
of in ſome Cities or Countries, before they had them in 
others. Now during theſe reſpective Intervals of time, the 
Chriſtian Faith was in a manner kept up and maintained 
by Oral Preaching. Theſe circumſtances might make fre- 
quent and Iterated Preachings very neceſlary, leſt theChrj- 
ſtian Proſelytes, having no ſtanding or written Syſter of 
what they had heard, to have recourſe unto, ſhould either 
relinquiſh their holy Profeſſion, or depart from the Purity 
thereof in Doctrine or Manners. But the Caſe 1s very dit. 
ferent now, ſince the Goſpel was committed to Writing, 
and left in our hands to be read: which as 1t 1s generally 
acknowledged to be written very plainly and intelligibly, 
as far as relates to neceſſary Things; 1o it hes open to e- 
very Body's peruſal, and is conſtantly read in our 
Churches. 

3. The firſt Preachers of the Goſpel were to encounter 
with the fixt and inveterate Prejudices of Men, who were 
firmly attached to the Cuſtoms and Religion of their Coun- 
trey. Experience ſhews, of what mighty Force, Prejudice 
and Education are, eſpecially in matters of Religion. So it 
always was, for ought we know, and perhaps always will 
be. For the Jews on the one hand, to give up their Tem- 
ple and Prieſthood, their Sabbaths and Feaſts, their Rites 
and Cuſtoms, for all which they had ſo deep a Venera- 
tion; in a word, to relinquiſh the Covenant made with 
their Forefathers, and the glorious expeCations they had 
of Grandeur and Empire under their Meſfas, and inſtead 
of the Law of Moſ:s, to receive another Inftitution __ 
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the ſame bottom with the-Geztzles, ec. And on the 0- 
ther hand, for the Nations to renounce. the Rites, Cuſtoms, 
and Religion of their -Countrey, to which they had been 
zealouſly devoted from their Youth, and inſtead thereof to 
embrace a plain and ſimple Religion, - a Religion oppoſite 
to their prevailing Paſlions, Luſts' and Intereſts, &*c. no- 
thing could be more againſt the grain. In ſuch a caſe 
as this we cannot wonder, ift_ extraordinary: Commilſons 
and Service were thought neceſlary 3 but. I .need--not telf 
you, that this is not the caſe of Chriſtian Countries at 
this day. | 
4. Nor werethe Firft Preachers of the Goſpel to conflict 
only with the prejudices of private: Perſons, but likewiſe 
with the armed Power of Kingdoms and States, | I might 
ſay with that of the whole Roman Empire. You know, 
what furious and bloody oppoſition, was at firſt made- a- 
ainſt our holy Religions:;-and - how. many. Calamities the 
an Profeſlion 'of 1t, ſubjeted Men to. 5! Under ſuch: cir- 
cumſtances, ſome. extraordinary means -might be:neceflary 
for keeping Men tight to the ;Profefiion:'and Practice of 
Chriſtianity, when, they lay under.ſo_ many: aid ;(ſo great 
determents from the World., But neither is this our caſe : 
We are, God be praiſed, in peaceable poſleſſion; as I may 
ſay, of the Chriſtian, Religion. It is in a» manner Incorpo- 
rated into our Laws, and become a- part of: our cowl Pro- 
perty 3. nor axe the times ſo bad, burithe:: flion and 
Practice of Chriſtian Vertues ſtill remain; hoaqdurable:” _ * 
5... The duty of Preaching the: Gofoel was indiſpenſibly 
laid upon the Apoſtles, inſomych;uthat;they::conld: by no 
means be excuſed the Service, upen: this-acceunnt;; St: Pau! 
declares, That neceſfity ;was laid -upon him; , ted wo the to him if 
he did not Preach the Goſpel. AndSt. Peter. and'Sti: Fob 
told the Council plainly, when they. forbad them to Preach, 
That. they maſt ,vbey, Gad rather ' than man :. For they: could not . 
but ſpeak, the things mhich they: had: ſeen, and heard. ' They 
were choſen tobe Witneſles to the World of our Saviour's 
Works and Reſurrection, /and the grand buline(s'of pro-' 
B pagating 
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the Chriſtian Faith,. together with the- care of the 

Naſcent Church, lay upon their fingle fhoglders : fo that it 
they —__ their; © enrmgen ——_— the 
1 defign-:of propagating the-Chriftian' Faith, muſt, ht- 
Only peaking, haveriin/to the ground. But what 
this to-ordinary'Minifiers' in theſe Ages? The fate of par- 
ticular Churches, .much lefs of the whole Church, does not 


naw depend upon cither thei Preaching or: Silence of a few 


particular Perigns; 

I willnot trouble you with any further particulars of this 
kind. Upon the foot of what has been ſaid, I think we 
may condade in thefe few Qbſervations : Firlt, That there 
15/a great difference between the ſtate of the Church in the 
days. of the Apoſtles, and the {tate of the Church m Chri- 
ſtian Countries in theſe Ages. Secondly, That there was 
mach greater occafion for Preaching, m the days of the 
Apoltles,:than there! can/be' pretenided to be in Chriſtian 
Countries in» theſe _ ' Thirdly, 'That' the qualifications 
or degrees! af Preaching, 'do'tin their nature follow the 
ftate of | the Church for: the time being, and are to be ac- 
commodated/theveto *''and 'therefote, that as the neceſlity 


or aſe of Preaching, will rife higher - or-fink tower, propor- 


tionably as there is greater or letler occaſion for it in the 
Church; ſo, the Texts of Scripturethat relate to this matrer, 


are tÞ be interpreted accordingly. -*-* - EW 

It may pers be” Objetod aint 'what'I have faid; 
That Viceand' jon of -manners, 1s more prevailing 
in this Age, than it' was in the Firſt Age of Chriftianity ; 
and that thiscanfideration will balanee all 'that can be of- 


fered tis make out; uſgrevror neceſſity for Preaching, at the 


entrakee of out Religrom than' at this day, and will ren- 
der Preaching as-necetfary now,: as it was then. Now that 
the Age we live in is Vicious enough, I do not deny ; but 
that it. is more Vicious than the Age in which the Chriftian 


Religion. made its entrance into the World;'4s-more eaſily 


faid than proved. Some Mer! have im all 'Ages exclaimeq 
againſt their own times, and deemed them worfe than 
| thoſe 
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thoſe that went before. Whether this: Opinion proceeds 
from'the exceſſive eſteem People generally have for the 
Apts 'paſt; or from' the Tradition of the Golden, :atid fol- 
lowing Ages Succeſlively, degenerating more and more, 
or from what other Caufe, Lam not concern'd to enquire. 
But if we confider the thing exattly, there ſeems to be to 
much fondneſs and partiality in the Sentence. I do not ſee 
how Men can Judge equally, whether a former Age wete 
better or worſe than the preſent, unleſs they were as well 
acquainted with the ftate of things, and manners of Men in 
the one, as they are in the other : which I think 'tis almoſt 
impoſlible for thetn to be. How little do we know of for- 
mer Ages (eſpecially thoſe very remote) in compariſon of 
what we know of onr own: and how weak an Impreſſion 
do the former, in compariſon of the latter, uſually take 
upon us: and therefore how. eafie is it to be miſtaken in 
ſuch caſe. But what becotnesof rhis Objeftion, if the Age 
wherein Chriſtianity was firſt planted, were more Vicious 
and deprav'd than the preſent. I donot fay that it was, or 
that it was not. The thing does not clearly enough appear 
to tne one way or other; though ir may be obſerved; that 
ſeveral Jadicious Men have efteemed the Age wherein our 
Lord came into the World, an Age degenerous in the high- 
eſt degree, and almoſt Univerſally Corrupted in Religion 
and Manners, for which reaſon (amongſt others) they ap- 
prehended it to be called the Fnllneſs of Tixre. But be that 
how it will for my part, I am not willing to take for 
granted either the one or the other, becauſe of the uncer- 
tainty we areat, in making a true eſtimate inthe Caſe; but 
will at preſent content my ſelf. to ſappoſe them equall 
Vicious. And upon the foot of that ſuppoſition, the odh 
will remain on the part of the former, as I have before 
obſerved; and conſequently, there will appear a great- 
er Necefliry or Uſe for Preaching then, than there is 
now. a 
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If, agaipſt what t haye (aid, it beyrged, that 'tis a good 
Rule, hat .all, Miniſter s.ſhould imitate the Example. the 
Apoſtles, and that, ;Afſidyity, of Preaching. is recommended 
by their Example, For they ceaſed; not to Teach and. Preach 
Jeſus Chriſt daily in the Temple, and in every houſe, AQs 5. 
It's true, the Apoſtles being diſmiſſed from the Council, at 
Joſt and. having been, charged, by the Council not 
to Preach any. more, did. not, thereupon ceaſe to Preach. 
And. I think I have already given a ſufficient reaſon, (to 
£0 no further now) why they neither conld nor ought to 

choir Brandon”: [.do agree, that the Example, of the 
Apoſtles deſerves Imation. ;, ;But till,. they are to. be imi- 
tated mg tg For if Men, now;a-days; forgetting 
What. Station qr junure of times themſelves are in, go 
about to. imitate the Apoſtles 1n every minute circumſtance 
of their Miniſtration,,; they may. cafily..run into miſtakes. 
It , were, ;eaſie. ;t0 confiom his. Obſervation. by ſeveral -In- 
ſtances from Scripture, and you may if , you. pleaſe, take 
os Teng now, heirs us. for me For | leave it to any 
reaſonable Man, t9.judge, whether by vertue, of this Text, 
bh Preachers of this, -Srgptate , to Preach. aaily.z or 
whether they be obliged, in Chriſtian- Countries - where 
Churches and” Benefices are ſettled, to, Preach . i» every 
Houſe, or as the words may: be render'd, from. Houſe to Houſe. 
No body can, be ſo weak-as, to bold the Affirmative. Thus, 
thould, a Man argye, That becauſe the Apoſtles at their firſt 
miſſion into Judea,, were commanded. by our Lord, Not to 
poſſeſs gold, or ſilver, or braſs in. their purſes, Mat. 10. there- 
fore Miniſters now are not to keep any ready mony by them: 
Or,.' becauſe St. Paul at Troes Preached all (or great part. of 
the) day until midnight, Ads 20. and at Rome from morning 
till evening, AFs 28. that therefore. Miniſters now ought 
to. make Sermons . Eight or Twelve Hours long: 1 ay. 
ſhou}d a, Man draw. ſuch. inferences : as theſe, he would 
ſcarce be thought to deſerve an anſwer. The like mighit 
be inſtanced 1n other particulars. I need not tell you over 

| again, 
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again, That the Text juſt now firſt alledg'd, and other ſuch 
like, ought to be interpreted by the rule of Conſpderatis 
conſiderandis, | mean with a regard tothe reaſon of things,and 
Analogy or difference of Caſes. 


Suppoſe therefore we go ſoberly to work, and from this 
Text of the Apoſtle's, preaching daily in the Temple, and in 
every Houſe 3 or from other Texts of like nature, we inferr 
only thus much, That Miniſters now, are diligently and fre- 
quently to inſtruct the Chriſtian People committed to their 
Care : What can we, upon ſure grounds, conclude, in par- 
ticular, from thence ? By what Rules ſhall we define exact- 
ly, what muſt be deemed frequent Preaching, and what 
not? The very notion of Frequency 1s relative and inde- 
finite. The ſame thing may be called Frequent, under ſome 
ReſpeCts and Compariſons, which under other Reſpetts and 
Compariſons would loſe that Denomination. Thus, for in- 
ſtance : Preaching once a Month may be tiled Frequent, 
when compared with Preaching but three or four times a 
Year 3 but would loſe the Denomination of Frequent, if 
compared with Preaching once a Week : So alſo Preachin 
once a Week might be called Frequent, when compared 
with Preaching but once a month 3 but would quickly loſe 
thit Denomination, by being compared with a Preaching 
twice a Week, joined perhaps with a weekly Lefure or two, 
over and above. Take the notion of Frequent with re- 
gard to other thingsz thus: Men generally think they com- 
municate frequently at the Lord's Table, if they do ſo once 
in a Mcnth; and this may be deemed Frequent Communi- 
cating, if compared with the Praftice of others, who com- 
municate (luppole) but three times in;a_ Year : But, on the 
other hand, it will ſcarce be deemed Frequent, when com- 
pared with the Prattice of the ancient Chriſtians, who com- 


municated almoſt every day. But at the ſame time, many 


of thoſe very Perſons, who think monthly Communion Fre. 
quent, will not perhaps be eaſily perſuaded that they hear 


Ser- 


(14) 
Sermons frequently, unlefs they -hear them once or twice a 
Week, or oftner. Now whether Men do, 'in theſe Caſes, 
judge of the Frequency of Things, by teddy Prinoples, or 
only by precarious ones, is no hard matter to diſcern. Ta, 
ſpeak freely, I cannot, for my part, ſee any thing to hinder, 
but that they who will not allow Preaching once or twice 
a Week to be frequent, may at length, if they pleaſe, to 
compleat the notion of Frequency, come to expect Sermons 
every day , and in proceſs of time , exchange the ſolid 
Practice of Vertue, for Diſcourſe and Speculation. 


If it be further urged, That St. Pal exhorts and charges 
Timothy (and in him, all Mmiſters) to preach the Word ;, to be 
inſtant in ſeaſon, out of ſeaſon ;, to reprove , rebuke , exhort 
with all long-ſuffering aud doFrine : And that by theſe Words 
is meant a diligent and afliduous Preaching 3 the variety of 
the Terms here uſed, ſignifying the Frequency and Ardenc 
the Preacher is touſe. To this, I have feveral things to of- 
fer : Let us conſider theſe Words, firſt as they relate imme- 
diately to Timothy; and then as they may relate to other 
Miniſters, that have been, are, or ſhall be m rhe Church : 
Firſt, as they relate principally to Timothy, they contain, in 
general, an Exhortation or Command given to him, To 

e diligent in preaching and afferting the Chriſtian Faith. 
The latter part of the Verſe ſeems to be ſpoken diſtributive- 
ly, comprehending the variety of Matter incident to the 
Diſcourſe of a Preacherz That he ſhould reprove, | or con- 
fate] viz, the erroneous and gain-ſaying 3 rebuke, viz. 
the vicious and depraved; exhort, | or comfort} vis. the 
honeſt and vekacaldy inclined; and, in fhort, perform the 
part of a Preacher with doe Lenity and Conftancy, applying 
Do&rines ſuitable to the ſeveral Conditions or Caſes. of the 
Perſons he might have to deal with. The former part of 
the Verſe, runs in more general terms. © And'for the Words 
In ſeaſon, ont of ſeaſon, Fam apt to think they bear analluſion 
to that in the Prophet, ſpoken of the Prophets or Prea. 
chers 
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chers under the Jewiſh Law, Fer. 25. 4. Chap. 29. 19. Chap. 
35 15- I have ſent xnto you all my Servants the Prophets, riſing 
wp carly and ſending them + That is, 1 have ſent many Pro- 
phets amongſt you, at divers times and ſeaſons, as well 
when ye were dilpoſed to receive their Inſtructions, as when 
ye were not: They called upon you, early and late, to re- 
pent, but you would not. But whether you admit of this 
Allufion, or not, the plain meaning of the Words, I: ſea- 
ſon, out of ſeaſon, ſeems to be, as the moſt Learned Dr. Ham- 
mond notes upon the place, That Timothy (ſhould urge and 
preſs upon the Chriſtian Proſelytes,the wholeſome Dottrines 
and Precepts of the Chriſtian Faith, as well when they ſhould 
be ready and willing to hear, when he ſhould have opportu- 
nity and vacancy to faften any thing apon them, as hkewiſe 
when he ſhould not have ſuch probable Opportunnes, under 
the Hopes that he might,any ways,convince them.and reduce 
them to the knowledge of Truth, and practice of Vertue. 
In ſhort, the meaning of the whole ſeems tc be couched in 
the Words which S. Pax! juſt after uſes, viz. That he ſhould 
do the Work of an Evangeliſt,and make full proof of his Miniſtry, 
Thus theſe Words relate immediately to Timothy: And as 
the caſe of Timothy, who lived in the Infancy of the Church, 
is plainly, within the compafs of thoſe Points of Difference 
which I have before touched on, relating tothe Infancy of 
the Church : So, I confeſs, when Mex will not endure ſound Do- 
Frine, but afier their own Laſts, heap to themſelves Teachers, 
having itching Ears, (which is the Reaſon with which St.Pan/ 
enforces this Precept to Timothy : For, fays he in the next 
Words, the time will come when Men will not endure ſound 
Dodrine, &c.) that then the diligent preaching of lawful 
Miniſters, feerns, from the reafon of things, to be more nece\- 
fary than ordinary. 


Next, let us confider theſe Words as they may, by analo- 
of Reaſon, relate to Miniſters, in all facceeding Ages of 
the Church. Suppoſe that under that Relation, they imporr 


an 
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an Exhortation, or Command to Miniſters, To be diligent 
in their Fun&tion 3 to take all fit Opportunities, and even 
thoſe that ſeem to be leſs fit and promiſing, of declaring 
and inculcating the Doctrines and Precepts of the Chriſtian 
Religion 3 to convince Gain-ſayersz to reprove and rebuke 
the erroneous and obſtinatez to exhort and encourage honeſt 
and well-minded People: In a word, to apply unto Men 
the Doftrines and Precepts of the Goſpel ſeaſonably and 
$kilfally. But now, what Conſequences ſhall we fetch from 
hence ? Is there no other way of declaring and inculcating 
the Dodrines and Precepts of Chriſtianity, but by the Com- 
mentaries or Diſcourſes of the Pulpit? Is not that done by 
reading the ſacred Books in our Churches, and likewiſe by 
writing things uſeful and beneficial to the Souls of Men? 
May not Errours be refuted , bad Men rebuked, and good 
Men comforted and encouraged- in Vertue, by reading the 
Bible, and hearing it read , as well as by Sermens of 
Men's compoſure? It is both unjuſt, with xeſpect to.God, and 
untrue, with reſpe& to the Bible it ſelf, to ſuppoſe, That e- 
very thing contained therein , needs Explication. God 
Almighty, in the holy Books, ſpeaks to Men as plainly as 
they can do to one another. Bating for ſome Obſcurities 
ariſing from the difference between the Genius of the ſtyle 
wherein the Scriptures are written, and that of modern Lan- 
guages in uſe amongſt usat this day, and for.ſome few other 
particulars, which I need not mention now. The Scriptures, 
generally ſpeaking, are ſo plain and intelligible, That he who 
will bat, bring to the reading of them a juſt Sincerity of Mind, 
mix'd with-a juſt Diſcretion, cannot eaſily fail of underſtan- 
ding them. | At leaſt, 'tis agreed, That eflenrial, and neceſ- 
ſary Things, are plainly delivered therein, which is ſufficient 
for my preſent purpoſe. Here is indeed, in the Text now 
before us, the Phraſe, Preach the Word; and we are, by 
Cuſtom, - uſed to connett the Idea of Preaching, with the 
Idea of a Pulpit 3 but, intruth, there is not ſuch an immediate 
and neceſlary relation betwixt them. He that reads a Cha- 
pter, 


' 
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pter, ora Homily, in the Church, preaches, as well as he 
that pronounces a Sermon: Noah and Solomon were 
Preachers, though it may be neither of them ever came 
into a Pulpit 3 and St. Pax/, and the other holy Pen- 
men of Scripture, preach to us by the Writings which 
they have left behind them, as well as they did to thoſe 
who heard the ſound of their Voice: Though dead , 
they continue to ſpeak and preach to us. But I will 
not trouble you with an enlargement on theſe Confide- 
rations, 


As to what js inferred, from: the variety of the Terms 
uſed in this Exhortation, or Command of St. Pax! to 
Timothy, 1 think it is of little weightz I have already 
intimated enough to make it appear a much more rea- 
ſonable Conſtruction , That the variety of Terms here 
uſed, only ſignifies how a Miniſter's Diſcourſes ſhould 
be diverſified , and take in ſuch general Heads from 
whence- Perſons, in various Caſes , may receive advan- 
tage. One Diſcourſe may contain matter of Reproof, 
Rebuke,and Exhortation,as well 'asten. All the Uſe then, 
that can, with reſpect to the preſent Argument, be fairl 
made of this Text , muſt be drawn from the Words, Be 
inſtant, in ſeaſon, out. of ſeaſon, And what may moſt rea-- 
ſonably be underſtood by them,T have already ſhewn: But' 
can we from them conclude, upon any-good'Grounds,how 
often, in particular , Miniſters are obliged to preach ? 
whether once a Month, once a Fortnight , - or - once a 
Week , or oftner, or ſeldomer 2 He that: can clearly 
ſee in this Text a Direction for ſuch Particulars as theſe, 
has, in my Opinion, an extraordinary Eye-ſight. 


Nor can any thing before-ſaid be fairly interpreted, 
as tending to reader Preaching unneceſſary the Charch 
ig this Age. Should one argne, That Preaching is not 

now 


(38) 

now . of ſach- Account, as 'twas in the Infancy of the 
Church';z*that does not imply , that 'ris uſeleſs; and of 
no/Account at all. Though a Thing be not of valite 
in the proportion of Ten, it may nevertheleſs be of 
value in the proportion of Three, Four, or Frve. How- 
ever; the! Deference we owe'to Trach and Reaſon, ob- 
liges/ us to eſtimate Things according'to their juſt Rate : 
Bur' I need not mention any thing of this nature to you, 
whoſe Candour and Jadgmenr fuffictently ſecure me from 

all Apprehenſions of Miſcon(truction. 


'Fhus, Sir, F have given' you my Thoughts in ſhort, 
upoir your Firſt Enquiry z and have examined the 
mcipal. OBJECTIONS I could think of, that might 

. made: agumſt what I had offered. The main Uſe 
that 'T would make-of the fore-going Cons 1DER A- 
TxOMN $;. is:to ſhew, That in interpreting the $Scri- 
prures, as ir! many. other Caſes, ſo alſo in this before 
us.,, WE are not. barely to have cw; to partreular 
xaſes, PriExpreſſions, but to conſider withal the Dif- 
edces. 06: Perſons 'and Times refpeCtively, the true Na- 
tare-of:-Commmds' and Examples, and the Analogy and 
Reaſon of. Things'z - that ſo we-:do not argue or in- 
fere: at aVenture; leſt our. Conci\ifiow run higher than 
the Anmlogy” and! Reafon: of | Things will bear, You 
ſee :L have. nor.” pretended to' determine how much 
PKEACH1NG may be neceffary at this Day 5 how 
often ,-or : how feldom Miniſters: are to Preach 5 nor 
how:Jong; . ar how ſhort. their SE RK MONS ſhould be; 
nor any thing. of that kind. Tt is not for me to pre- 
{cribe in this. Cafe 3 they who have Authority to do it, 
may, if they pleaſe. And though I have not laid down 
any.; particular. Aſſertrons upon the preſent Subje, - yet 
- Imagine; Thar the fore-going CONSIDBRATIONS 
will, by natural and-eaſie Induction , afford fone No- 
trons which: may be helpful to remove ſeveral Vulgar 
Miſ- 
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Miſapprehenſions relating to theſe Matters, I'll give you 
no further Trouble at preſent, but refer the Conſidera- 
tion of your Second Enquiry to my next, which you 
ſhall have very ſpeedily. Iam, 


SIR, 
Your, &c. 
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Second Letter. 


SIR, 
J == by Mr. N.... that you have received 


my laſt of the Tenth of December; and 1 hoped 

you would, by this time, have let me know what 

your Apprehenſions are, concerning the Contents 
of it. Thongh you have not been pleaſed to gratifie my 
Curioſity in that kind, yet both my Readinef to obey 
your Commands, and the Promiſe I made you at the 
End of my Laſt, oblige me to- undertake what remains 
of the Task you were pleaſed not long ago to impoſe 
npon me: In reference whereto, I am now to conſider 
the matter of your Second Enquiry , which relates to 
the Hearing of Sermons. And there being ſuch an im- 
mediate and neceſlary Relation betwixt Preaching and 
Hearing 3 as that Preaching ſuppoſes ſomebody to Hear 5 
and again, Hearing ſuppoſes ſomebody to Preach. This 
Enquiry ſeems naturally co-incident with the former, 
and may properly be conſidered in the next place. 


I know, Sir, you are far from thinking, as ſome Peo- 
ple ſeem to do, That Preaching is only a matter of 
Form, .and t he neceſſary Exerciſe of the Preachers Pro- 
feſſion. And, on the other hand, I allow my ſelf to 
believe , That you are not fo —_— addicted to 
the Hearing of Sermons, as to eſteem that a thing of 
equal Account with the ſubſtantial Offices of Piety and 
Vertue. If I thought you were really under ſuch an 


ApprehenGon, I would take ſome Pains to ſtate that 
mat- 


(22) 


matter to you at farge. But I reckon I may fairly fave 


my ſelf that Labour. However, becauſe your preſent 


enquiry makes ſame kind of Competition, between the 
Pulpit and the Desk, I ſhall (as you deſire) give you 
ſome ſhort reflections upon that Head. Not that I in- 
tend to oppoſe the Pulpit and the Desk one to the o0- 
ther, or by giving preference unto the one, to detract 
from the juſt value of the other. But as of two Good 
Things, one may peradventure be more, and the other 
leſs Good : ſo, to diſcover whether of the two is of 
greater value, # may be fit to make a Compariſon be- 
tween them, and to put each as 1t were mto its proper 
Scale. *Tis manifeſt, a good thing may be overvalued ; 
we ſay, One may buy Gold too dear. And if #t were not 
of any ill conſequence to overvalue a good thing, as it 
generally proves when 'tis. overvalued. at the. price of 
things of a higher nature: yet Prudence requires, that 
we do, as near as we can, fet a true value upon things, 
not ſinking them below, or advancing them above their 
juſt Ratez and there is a kind of Juſtice in fo doing; 
He that praifes another Man beyond his real merit, 1s 
accounted mjurious both to the Fruth, and to. the Per- 
fon 20 way The reaſon is the ſame with refpe& to Things 
as Perſons. 


But for the better diſcuſtion of this matter, . feem- 
eth neceſſary to conſider ſeverally the Nature of each 
of theſe two- things, we would compare together. To 
which ' end I would premilt theſe fexv . Conſiderations, 
You know, the whole Duty: of Mankind, / is afually; ze 
preſented under the general Heads of Piety- and. Pro» 
bity : the former containing all thoſe particular Duties 
Which more immediately relate to, God Almighty,; The 
latter, thoſe-which 'relate to: Mankind; that 15," to; aur 
ſelves and others. This diſtinction of Piety ;and Pxobity, 
anſwers to, and' 1s the ſame in. ſubſtance with that o- 
ther 


: 


KY: 


_— 


1s ——— 


UMI 


( 23 ) 

ther pretty much uſed by Divines, of the Duties of the 
Firſt and Second Table. And though itt ttuth the fe- 
yeral Vertaes which do together thake up' the Summ of 
our Dirty, have, generally conſideted, a Cognation rv 
each other reciprocally, and are, as it were, entwined 
in} one another's f© us that Piety,for iriſtance, may be cal- 
Id '+ TuffHtie rdverſus Derm, and in its general Notion; 
take if! all thofe Vertues whereby Men are brought to 
a Conformity to the Divine Nature, vis. Juſttce, Good- 
nefs, Patience, &*c. (m which caſe it mixes it ſclt with 
the reſpetive Offices of Probity): yet I chuſe at pre- 
ſent to make uſe of the beforementioned diſtinaion- as 
already explained, becauſe it is generally known, and 
may without any labour of thought be diſtinttly ap- 
prehetxded, Theſe generat Duties of Piety and Pto- 
bity, are immediately founded upon the Eternal and 
Immutable Laws both of Natural and Revealed Reh- 
gion; (o that nothing can have a more ſolid Baſis. 
They are Good Intrinſecally and in themſelves. And 
as the Summ of Pradtical Religion conſiſts in the juſt 
performance of. thefe Duties : ſo the Habit and Practice 
of them, conſtitute a Man a Good Man; and one can- 
not be a Good Man without them 3 or if you will in 
plam terms, a Man cannot be truly Pious and Vertnous 
withone Piety and Vertue. 


Now the Office of Divine Worſkip is to be look'd on 
as an Effential (and indeed a conſiderable) ge of 
Piety 3 and therefore, as unmediately founded upon 
the ſatne before-mentioned Immutable Laws with it : 
In acknowledging the Being of GOD Almighty, we 
do in the ſame breath. acknowledge an Obligation to- 
Worſhip Him. It is alfo' to be confidered; as a thing 
that has in it a Radical and Intrinſecx Goodne(G:: 'Tis 
a thing good Intrinſecally and: in it (ſelf, to render 


Veneration and Worſhip to the Supreme Being. ans 
the 


&. } is 


he juſt performance of it, due requiſites concurring 
for that I ſuppoſe all along) denominates a Man a 
Good man; that is to ſay, ſo far as one part of Reli- 
gion can ſo denominatez I mean, it makes a Real and 
Eſſential part of the Charater of a Good man. I 
would now be underſtood of Publick Worſhip, and I 
ſpeak chiefly of it, partly becauſe (for reaſons not / to 
be mentioned now) 1 eſteem it of greater account than 
Private Worſhip ( ſtill allowing to Private, its due 
Place and Price)z and partly becauſe the confidera- 


tion of it is more immediately concerned in your. 


Enquiry. 


On the other ſide, ſee whether theſe high Characters 
will befit the Office, or A& of Hearing a Sermon ? Is 
that an Eſſential part of Piety? Is it immediately 
founded ' upon the Eternal and Immutable Laws of Re- 
ligion ?' Has it in it a Radical and Intrinſeck Goodneſs ? 
Does the juſt performance of it,-make a Real and Eſ- 
ſential part of the Character of a Good Man ? *Tis 
very obvious to obſerve, . that Hearing of Sermons is 
rather an Inſtrument to promote Piety and Vertue, 
than a neceſſary part thereof. It is for the ſake of Ho- 
lyneſs and Vertue 3 but 1s not of it ſelf cither -Holy- 
neſs or Vertue. I do not make the compariſon between 
a juſt and regular. performance of Devotion on the one 
hand, and a vicious.or faulty Hearing of Sermons on 
the other: I put the caſe even in that reſpe&t on both 
ſides, and ſuppoſe due requiſites concurring to the lat- 
ter as well as to the former. That being preſuppoſed, 
the Summ of that Goodneſs which the latter imports, 
appears to be only relative : 'tis Good as a means, not 
as the End. Thus, 'tis a Good thing to hear a Ser- 
mon; but why? not meerly for the ſake of it ſelf, 
. but in order to ſomething better; to wit, in order to 
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2 
the acquiring the knowledge of Truth, and the habits 
of Piety and Vertue, Every Body ſees, that tis not an 
Eſſential part of the Character of a.Good Man, that he 
be a diligent hearer of Sermons; for if one ſhould ſap- 
poſe, there may be a Good Man who never heard a 

rmon in his Life, there would be no Repugnancy in 
the Notion of the thing: but now, the Eſſential Cha- 
racter of a Good Man, is, That he be truly Pjous and 
Devout towards God, and exerciſe a lively Charity, 
Juſtice, Goodneſs, Generofity, Temperance, Meeknefs, 
Patience, and the like Vertnes, towards men; that is, 
in ſhort, that he perform juſtly the Eſſential Offices of 
Piety and Vertue: and one cannot ſuppoſe a man 
to be a Good man, without ſuch-like Vertues, at leaſt 
in ſuch a degree reſpeCtively as may be effectual to give 
that Denonnnationz if one ſhould ſappoſe it, there 
would evidently appear a Repugnancy in the very No- 
tionz for then a man wonld be ſappoſed to be Good, 
without having that which alone can make him ſach, 
and '{o would be ſuppoſed to be Good without Good- 
neſs, that is, Good and not Good at the fame time. 
It is confeſfed, a Good man may be a diligent hearer 
ef- Sermons; bur ſtill, 'tis not That that Conftitutes him 
fach, but” the-Vertues of the Divine Life. The natu- 
ral and higheſt end of Hearing Sermons, is for Mens di- 
rection and encouragement in the practice of Piety and 
Probity. And although to receive inſtruQion or encou- 
ragement for the right JD of Divine Worſhip, 
be not the whole epd of hearing Sermons 2 Yet the right 
performance of Divine Worſhip, being an eſſential part 
of that Complex or Whole, To wit, Piety and Pro- 
bity, taken as aforeſaid, for the Summ of our Duty, I 
ſay , being an eſſential part of that whole which is he 
End, it is to be allowed a preference before thaty 
which has only the nature of the means: and by how 


mach the greater is ſach eſſential part be. es 
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to the Whole, which is the end-z by ſo machthe_more | 


FJuſily is it to be preferred before that which is only the 
means of that End.. Thus for inſtance, Though Juſtice 
be but a part of Probity, and Probity it ſelf but a part 
of what jo above diſtributed); we call the Whole Duty 
of Man, and the end of Preaching; yet we readily al- 
low. an AC of re to be of much higher account 
and value than hearing a Sermon 3 becaule Juſtice is a 
Neceſſary 'and Eſſential part of that Whole which makes 
up our Duty, and isa rhing intrinſecally and irreſpetively 
Good, and is immediately founded upon the immutable 
firſt Principles of the natural Law, whereas the other is 
not of ſo noble a Parentage : and the higher ſuch A& 
of Juſtice, jis in its\ nature, by ſo much hath it a more 
evident right of Preference, The like may be faid, by 
like, reaſon” of -Charity, or. other principal Vertue under 
the general Head of Probity: and alſo, by like reaſon 
of. Divine Worſhip, ander the general Head of Piety. 


. The foregoing Notions. are fo clear and- evident of 
themſelves, that they want no explication. ,And there. 
fore I think it will be needleſs (eſpecially to a' Perſon of 
your acuteneſs) to inſiſt any longer on the general Con. 
{iderations before-mentioned, or to dilate upon. the fe- 
veral- particulars which flow - from, thence 3 ' or to take 
any pains to ſhew, either upon. what particular accounts, 
hearing of Sermons is ſaid to-have the nature of a.thing 
Inſtrumentally; rather than Efſentially Good ;, or -upon 
what particular agcounts it may more properly. be refere 
zed to poſitive - Inſtitution, than to the Principles of na- 
tural Religion , or the like : Where things are ſuffici- 
ently plain, 'tis ſuperfluous to beſtow the pains af Com- 
mENtIng.. | | | 


Nor will it be of any weight againſt what I have before 
offer'd, to urge, That hearing of Sermons is an A& of 
Piety, 
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Piety, as well as Divine Worſhip is. For if one ſhould 
be 1o liberal as to admir it to be fo, it will not follow 
from thence, that the Former of theſe is of equal Con- 
fideration with the Latter. A thing may in a general 
and remote reſpect partake of the ſame kind with ano- 
ther, and yet not be in'the fame degree of Value and 
Dignity with that other. There are degrees of Worth 
n Value', reſulting from the nature of things, by which 


they olight to be eftimated. 


I think I ſhall not eaſily be miſunderſtood by you in 
what I have ſaid upon this Subje&t. I do not deſign to 
repreſent the _ of Sermons, as a thing aſelef; or 
inſignificant, nor will any thing that I have offer'd, fair! 
bear ſich a Conſtruction. I have already anowhideed 
and do it over again, that it is very ufeful and beneficial. 
You ſee plainly, I am not confidering the hearing of Ser. 
mons Abſolutely and in it ſelf, but Comparatively. All 
that I at prefent defire to be granted me, is, That the 
performance of Divine Worſhip is mn it ſelf a thing of 
higher account than itz and therefore onght not, gene- 
rally ſpeaking, to be poſtponed to, but preferred be- 
fore it. 


And in this matter, I think I have on my fide the Uni- 
verſal and Concurring conſent of Mankind. For pub- 
lick Worſhip is, and always was accounted, the great End 
for which Churches and fuch like places, dedicated to 
the Divine Honour, have been erected, which ſhews, 
That Mankind have always had 'a principal regard to it. 
So it was under the Jewiſh Oeconomy in particular. For 
it's ſaid in the Old Teſtament, (as my Lord Bacon well 
obſerves) My "Houſe ſhall be called the Houſe of Prayer 3 
but no where the Houſe of Preaching. So alſo' in'the 
Chriſtian” Church, there were in' all Ages (for ought we 
know ) ſtated ' rimes of pablick Prayer. Nor was it in 
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former Ages thought neceflary, that publick Prayer 
ſhould always be attended with Preaching, The, Chri- 
ſtians in thoſe times, could frequent the Church, | not 
only for the entertainment of their Ears, but for the 
performance of their Devotions their ative Piety.. diſ- 
poſing them to a conſtant and regular celebration cf the 
publick Offices of Divine Worſhip. y: 


But I ſuppoſe I need not for further confirmation, en- 
large on the practice of the Ancient Chriſtian Church in 
the early times of Chriſtianity (after the Chriſtian Reli- | 
gion was ſettled and became National,): Or put you in | 
mind, how long it was, after ſuch ſettlement, that the 
uſe of Homilies, or fet Sermons came up (for ought we þ 
can find}; when before their publick Offices, confiſted, Þ 
chiefly of Prayer, Communicating, .and of Reading the * 
Scriptures (which latter by the. way, I take to be the 
trac ſort of Preaching, and moſt properly fo called) : 
It would be too long to infilt on cheſs and ſuch like Con- 
fiderations, in fo clear a Caſe. 


1; 

I am not 1gnorant, that there are ſeveral ſpecious Me- 
diums uſed by ſome with vulgar People, to raiſe the 
price of Pulpit-diſcourſes 3 As by ſtiling them Spiritual 
Manna , The Bread of Life, and ſuch like : nor do I 
think it worth the while to conſider, whether there be 
any good warrant for theſe Appellations. He that will 
but: read the 6th. Chap. of St. John's Goſpel, will find, 
that theſe Appellations do. much more properly belong 

" eo: QOUr:Lord Hi . But ,tis wonderful to obſerve, how 
profoundly ſome Men prove, the Efficacy and Uſefulneſs 
of their Preaching, by mſtances taken ont of Holy Writ, 
of thegreat numbers that were at once converted to the 
Faith by the Preachmg of the Apoſtles. Now theſe in- 
ſtances, do. mdeed prove the extraordmary - aſliftances 
afforded to the Apoſtles, and: the Efficacy of their be 
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nifty, But what is that to. theſe Men ?. Have they ſuch 
Conmmuſſion-and Aſliftances as.the: Apoſtles had > Have 
they any promiſe, that ſuch Succeſs ſhall attend their 
Preaching, as did that of the Apoſtles > Did ever any 
ſuch Succes in fat attend their Preaching? Or is it pol- 
fible.,j2 the natuxe | of: the thing, that it ſhould > What 
though our Lord fays, Lo. '1 am.;with, you always nnto the 
exe of the World > Does that fignifie, either that the 
Church ſhall be I»fa/ible, or that the Preaching of Or- 
dinary Minxſters 1 all Ages ſhall work wonders ? It were 
well.xf Neg, would give their minds to eſtimate things, 
without:prejudice. or fond conceit, and inferr no more 
from ſuch inſtances as they take out of Scripture, than 
what can fairly be inferred thence. 


Now whilſt I reflect upon ſuch Conſiderations as theſe, 
it. feenis to me hard to conceive, upon what grounds ei- 
ther in Reaſon or Religion, many Men have taken up 
the notions they ſeem to have about this matter: when they 
declare, fometitnes in words, but more often ,by their 
prattice , thatthe principal end of their going to-Church,, 
1s to hear the Sermon 3 that if there be no Sermon, they 
have nothing to do there : Or if the Preacher be ſuch as: 
either they Jo not hke, or cannot, as. they fanlic, Edific - 
by, thoy may well be excuſed for, ftaying away z, that 
they perform the publick Offices. of Piety on the Lord's 
Day, ar other ſolemn tmnmes well enough, if they pre- 
ſent themfelyes in the Church to hear the Sermon, though 
without -ebncuering 121 the  Offices-of Divine Worſhip. 
The:abfatdny of theſe conceits ſafigenthy appears at firſt 

ht: and'/for my part, I am ſo far of another mind, 
that I freely profeſs, I ſhould think my ſelf under a 
ſolid Obligation to- go duly to Church, though: there 
were: not a Sermon Preached there throughout rhe Year. 
And I ant perſwaded, that he who ferioully conliders 
the fundamental Obligations that lie upon mankind, Fw 
| render 
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render Homage and Veneration to the Supreme Being, 


with the juſt motives that 'enforce the ſame,--wilt ſee rea- 
ſon to be of the ſame mind. '' MM19:4 


It is not, in'my'temper to be forward to Accuſe, or to 
Aggravate where' there tay 'be'/a' miſtake: nor am 1 
willing to ſpeak "any thing higher upon this' occaſion, 
than that I heartily wiſh, 'that they Gif anyfuch there be) 
who admire the Perſons of men, and value ' themſelves 
upon'.the multitude of Sermons which they hear, would 
be ſo kind to themſelves, - as 'to rrefle&- ſeriouſly upon 
their own minds, and examine, whether they ' are not 
in a great meaſure influenced in this caſe, by the empty 
defire of multiplicity and variety of Diſcourſe, by the 
Entertainment which the Preacher gives to their Ears or 
Aﬀetions , ''or other like motives extrinfeck to ſolid 
Vertue and Religion. When men are inceſlantly-hunt- 
ing after new Diſcourſes, and muſt have Truths deli- 
vered 'to them in Variety of Thought and Expreſſion, 
'tis a ſhrew@ſign' they -are too much under the power 
of Fancy and Curiofity. 'Tis the wanton Palate and 
weak Stomach, that muſt have variety of Meats and 
Condiments. I know you will concurr with me in wiſh- 
ing, that men'generally were as vehement in their en- 


deavours to remetnber 'and practiſe what they hear, as 


they are in their deſires of hearing more; this would 
produce a lively ard fubſtantial Vertue, and make men 


leſs fond of that aity ſort of Piety, which - chiefly hovers 
in'the' Brain,” or floats with the uncertain;Tides of the 
Afﬀections/3” which, every Body knows, "the Breath-.of 
an Oratour or Pathetical Preacher, 'can' variouſly move! 


and agitate. 
.T muſt” confeſs, a good Diſcourſe carries-in it. ſuch a 
charm and engagement, 'that 'tis vaſtly delightful to a Ra-. 
tional mind : but withal #t muſt be ante. 4 That 
NOW- 
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knowledge owes great part of its excellency to the rela- 
tion it has to Practice 3 and that the Religion which we 
Profeſs, is not to be confidered meerly as a Science, but 
chiefly as a Syſtem of Rules and Precepts , for the Go- 
vernment of our Lives. 


The Summ is this, I am altogether of their mind, who 
though they have a due value for the Pulpit, yet are de- 
firous to give other things their juſt weight : Who at- 
tend diligently to the Diſcourſes of the Pulpit, and re- 
ceive What is there Preached, with Modeſty and Can- 
dour, and yet with Caution and Judgment : who hear 
Sermons not barely for the little ends of furmſhing Dit- 
courſe, either upon the Subject, or (much leſs) upon the 
Preacher 3 but out of ſincere Love to Truth and Vertae. 
that is, with a reſolution to reftifite their Sentiments, 
and reform their Manners by what they hear: who go 
to Church principally, to Worfhip Almighty God with 
a pure Mind, and ſecondarily, to hear ſuch Doctrines 
and Inſtrations as may be uſeful to them, tor regulating 
their Opinions and Practices. Who remember on. the one 
hand, that their Prayers will not be acceptable to God, 
unleſs they be accompanied with true Vertye' and Hoh- 
ne of Life; and that on the other hand, 'twill be of 
no avail to them to hear many Sermons, unleſs they put 
m prattice the Precepts of the Goſpel. In a word, who 
place the Eſſence of Vertue and Religion in true devo- 
tion towards God, joyned with an exa& and fincere 


Conformity to His Laws in Heart and Lite. I am 
really, 
SIR, 
Tanuary 2. . 
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